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of the greatest importance, and consequences of the utmost concern to our welfare or misery. The happiness of life, the prosperity of families, and, indeed, the interest of the soul, is exceedingly dependent upon the good or bad conduct of both parties in this great affair; and to run headlong upon it, is rightly compared to a horse rushing into the battle, and argues a miserable thoughtlessness of what is before us.
Sist. Dear sister, you terrify me with talking thus. What is it you would have me do ?
Eld. Sist. I would have you take some measures, such as opportunity will not fail, in your conversation with this gentleman, to present you with, that you may know not only negatively that he is no hater and despiser of God and religion, but positively what his principles in religion are; you may go as far further as you see room for it, but less than this you can never be satisfied with; and can never answer it to God, to yourselfj your mother's dying injunctions, nor to your children, if you should have any, to venture upon marrying him without it.
Sist. If Mr.---------heard  your  discourse, he
would think you were very much his enemy.
Eld. Sist. If he was in his senses, he would think me very much his friend.
Sist. No, no, quite the contrary, I assure you.
Eld. Sist. Pray, my dear, let me ask you one question ; for I must own to you this is one of my great suspicions; Has he inquired nothing after your religion, the profession you make, or the opinion you are of? Has he asked you no question about that neither ?
Sist. No, not a word; he knows better; he knows I should give him but a short answer, if he should